The use of chemotherapy in low grade astrocytoma is controversial. These tumours have a low labelling index when tested using either BrdU or Ki-67.5' 6 The selection timing, and scheduling of cytotoxic agents is largely empirical. Assessment of response is difficult and chemotherapy has been shown to potentiate radiation leucoencephalopathy. The preservation of the blood-brain barrier in low grade gliomas'7 impairs delivery of many cytotoxic agents."
Histological diagnosis of primary brain lymphoma is now safely and readily obtained using CT imaged guided stereotaxic biopsy.4 There are uncertainties about the best treatment approach to this uncommon disorder. Patient age, tumour histology and multiplicity of lesions all influence survival.'9 In the United Kingdom a randomised study evaluating radiotherapy and combination chemotherapy is being conducted by the MRC. This analytical assessment is essential if outcome is to be improved. The EORTC statement on medulloblastoma summarises conventional approaches to management, results, current problems and uncertainties. Several large, multicentre, international trials have explored the question of chemotherapy in addition to optimal surgery and irradiation.20 The role of adjuvant and "sandwich" chemotherapy for low risk patients has not been proved. 2' In children with high risk tumours (less than two years of age, incomplete surgical excision of tumour and with brain stem involvement) some gain in early survival is seen using chemotherapy.2' In very young patients chemotherapy may allow delayed irradiation and reduce related toxicity.22
Whether an increase in side effects as a result of the treatment modality will reduce benefit remains unknown.
The Neurological stamp Mandragora Mandragora (Mandrake) was used as a pain killer in ancient times. It is a herb of the nightshade (Solanacea). The scent of the mandrake fruit was reputed to alleviate headaches and insomnia. Hippocrates noted that a small dose woul relieve anxiety and the deepest depression. If drunk its hypnotic properties allowed amputation or cauterisation. It was also used as an aphrodisiac and cure for sterility.
The roots bore a resemblance to the human figure. Gathering the mandrake was not without danger as the plant when uprooted uttered a shriek which caused death or insanity in those who heard it. One way to collect the herb was to dig around the roots leaving only a small portion. A hungry dog was then tied to it. Food placed beyond the length of the rope encouraged the dog to strain at the leash and uproot the mandrake. The dog died following the shriek of the plant which was now harmless.
A stamp commemorating the Seventh European Congress of Anaesthesiology in 1986 reproduced a medieval illustration from the Austrian National Library. This shows the mandrake plant with its human like roots about to be uprooted. A worried man is departing hurriedly before the fatal shriek is emitted. (Stanley Gibbons 2103, Scott 1360).
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